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Sentence Structure Handout 088 

Sentence Clarity Exercise B 
 
Directions: Read each sentence and choose the sentence that is most clearly written.  
 
  1. A.  The bride walked down the aisle with her father, who wore her mother’s wedding gown. 
 B.  The bride walked down the aisle that wore her mother’s wedding gown with her father. 
 C.  Wearing her mother’s gown, the father walked down the aisle with the bride. 
 D.  The bride, who wore her mother’s wedding gown, walked down the aisle with her father. 
 
  2. A.  Barbara likes to read Tolstoy, sketch landscapes, and run in marathons. 
 B.  Barbara likes to read Tolstoy, sketch landscapes, and to run in marathons. 
 C.  Barbara likes reading Tolstoy, to sketch landscapes, and run in marathons. 
 D.  Barbara likes to read Tolstoy, to sketch landscapes, and run in marathons. 
 
  3. A.  Looking down from the top of the hill, the houses appeared to be very small. 
 B.  Looking down from the top, the hills made the houses appear very small. 
 C.  The house appeared to be very small when I was looking down from the top of the hill. 
 D.  The hill, which was looking down from the top, appeared to be very small. 
 
  4. A.  Dr. Verbid can be seen next Wednesday, the day after Tuesday, when his lecture is delivered 

right here on campus. 
 B.  Dr. Verbid can be seen next Wednesday when he lectures on campus. 
 C.  Dr. Verbid can be seen next Wednesday, the day before this coming Thursday, when he gives 

is speech and lecture to the young audience of college students. 
 D.  Dr. Verbid can be seen and viewed the day after the next day when he talks to the students 

who are college kids here on campus. 
 
  5. A.  He went to his office, opened his briefcase, and sat down. 
 B.  He went to his office, to open his briefcase, and sat down. 
 C.  He went to his office, opened his briefcase, and to sit down. 
 D.  He went to his office, opened his briefcase, and then he sat down. 
 
  6. A.  The process from manufacturer to consumer includes production, distribution, and you have 

to market the product. 
 B.  The process from manufacturer to consumer includes production, to distribute, and to market. 
 C.  The process from manufacturer to consumer includes production, distribution, and marketing. 
 D.  The process from manufacturer to consumer includes producing distributing, and to market. 
 
  7. A.  Mrs. Coroday carefully placed the hat on her head, which cost thirty dollars. 
 B.  Mrs. Coroday carefully placed the hat, which cost thirty dollars, on her head. 
 C.  Costing thirty dollars, Mrs. Coroay carefully placed the hat on her head. 
 D.  Mrs. Coroday, who cost thirty dollars, carefully placed the hat on her head. 
 
  8. A.  Today in the present, we should not live for the future of tomorrow. 
 B.  Today in the present life, we should not live for the future days of tomorrowland. 
 C.  We should live for today, not tomorrow. 
 D.  Today’s present life is better to live than thinking of tomorrow’s future days ahead. 
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  9. A.  Children like running, jumping, and to ride bicycles. 
 B.  Children like to run, to jump and riding bicycles. 
 C.  Children like to run, jumping, and bicycling. 
 D.  Children like running, jumping, and bicycling. 
 
10. A.  My grandfather liked the country and to walk in the fields. 
 B.  My grandfather liked to live in the country and to walk in the fields. 
 C.  My grandfather liked to live in the country and walking in the fields. 
 D.  My grandfather liked living in the country and to walk in the fields. 
 
11. A.  His temporary visit on campus will be brief because he must be leaving and has to go the day 

after he lectures and talks. 
 B.  His temporary visit on campus will be brief and short because he leave tomorrow, the day 

after today. 
 C.  His visit on campus will be brief because he must leave after his speech tomorrow. 
 D.  His brief, but temporary, visit will be very short because he leaves immediately, right after 

his speech. 
 
12. A.  We were dirty, hungry, and penniless. 
 B.  We were dirty, hungry, and without a penny. 
 C.  We were dirty, had no food, and poor. 
 D.  We were dirty, hungry, and had no money. 
 
13. A.  The manager asked me to file an application, leave my resume, and to call tomorrow. 
 B.  The manager asked me to file an application, leave my resume, and call tomorrow. 
 C.  The manager asked me to file an application, leaving my resume, and calling tomorrow. 
 D.  The manager asked me to file an application, to leave my resume, and call tomorrow. 
 
14. A.  During the night of darkness, all of a sudden, I was suddenly awakened by a loud, noisy 

sound descending down from the attic upstairs. 
 B.  During the night, I was suddenly awakened by a loud sound coming from the attic. 
 C.  During the night when it was pitch black and dark, I was suddenly awakened by a loud, noisy 

sound descending down from up in the attic. 
 D.  During the dark night I was suddenly awakened out of my sleep by a sound descending down 

from the attic at the top of the house. 
 
15. A.  My roommate was a smart dresser, a good student, and really knew how to talk. 
 B.  My roommate was a smart dresser, good in her studies, and a talkative person. 
 C.  My roommate was a smart dresser, a good student, and a talkative person. 
 D.  My roommate was a smart dresser, a good student, and could talk very easily. 
 
16. A.  The professor put samples of rocks in the car that was found in the river. 
 B.  The professor put samples of rocks that were found in the river that was in his car. 
 C.  In his car, the professor put samples of rocks that were found in the river. 
 D.  Having found the rocks in the river, the car was where the professor put them. 
 
 
17. A.  On straightened coat hangers, the sixth graders enjoyed roasting hot dogs. 
 B.  The sixth graders on straightened coat hangers enjoyed roasting hot dogs. 



 

Sentence Clarity Exercise B Handout 088 (January 2012; ASC Eng/Read) Page 3 
 

 C.  The sixth graders enjoyed roasting hot dogs on straightened coat hangers. 
 D.  The sixth graders that were on straightened coat hangers enjoyed roasting hot dogs. 
 
Directions: Read each sentence and choose the sentence that uses verbs correctly.  
 
18. A.  When I was on vacation, my mail piles up. 
 B.  Quickly Betty called the ambulance and runs to her neighbor. 
 C.  The store advertised a price reduction, and the next day customers are waiting for the store to 

open. 
 D.  My friend picked me up and drove me to school. 
 
19. A.  Kelly tells the story to the newspaper and will get publicity. 
 B.  Mom completed the project and showed it to us. 
 C.  The disease spread quickly and will appear not to be stopping. 
 D.  The police officer pulls the car to the side of the road and gave the driver a ticket. 
 
20. A.  Last Tuesday, Ms. Jones leave for vacation and returned Sunday. 
 B.  Our neighbors will watch the tennis matches and cheered for Tom. 
 C.  We apologized to everyone and thanks Mom for understanding. 
 D.  The doctor told us the news and recommended a specialist. 
 
21. A.  The girls are skating down the street and fell into each other. 
 B.  After Betty completed her chores, she called me. 
 C.  Sarah is making the dress, and the coat will be made by her, too. 
 D.  The painters wash their brushes and cleaned their clothes. 
 
22. A.  Cara Anne studied for weeks, and passes the test with an A. 
 B.  A lot of people did not complete the basic test and were not passed to the next level. 
 C.  Noticing the injured puppy, the driver took it and goes to the Humane Society. 
 D.  My cousin bought two cars, and the motorcycle was bought by him, too. 
 
23. A.  As soon as I heard the news, I ran home. 
 B.  Many kids were on the playground, and they all play on the same equipment. 
 C.  The show was over, and the fans yell for more. 
 D.  On Friday, I raked the leaves and puts them in a pile. 
 
24. A.  Fran waited for the bus and talks to one of her neighbors. 
 B.  The manager will discuss the new plan and answered questions afterwards. 
 C.  The meeting was held yesterday and answers all our questions. 
 D.  I left at noon and returned at 6:00. 
 
25. A.  I called the doctor as soon as he tells me. 
 B.  She sang as she does her work. 
 C.  The guests left and drove home. 
 D.  We will travel to Ohio in May and returned in June. 


