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Sentence Structure Handout 091 

Sentence Fragments and Complete Sentences  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Example: Live at Eleven.  Bowling for Dollars. 

Newspaper headlines such as these are shortened for a reason.  Simply adding a capital letter and 
a period does not magically make these words into a sentence.  These are examples of fragments.   
 
REMEMBER:  A sentence needs both a subject and a verb. Who is live at eleven?  Who is 
bowling for dollars? 

 
 
Example: Ned Newscaster reports live at eleven on channel 13. 
 

This word group has a subject (Ned Newscaster) and an action verb (reports).  It also expresses a 
complete thought.  It is a complete sentence. 

 
 
Example: Ned reports. 
 

Although this word group is very short, it is a complete sentence.  It has a subject and a verb.  It 
also is a complete thought. 

 
 
Example: Sit down!  Hurry up! 
 

Although these word groups look like fragments because they appear to have no subject, these 
are examples of imperative sentences.  Imperative sentences give a command.  The subject of 

imperative sentences is actually understood to be you. 
 

A sentence must have a subject and a verb.  A sentence must also be a complete thought. 
 

 A subject is a person, place, or thing.  It names who or what the sentence is about.  
The subject does the action of the verb. 

 A verb is either an action word that tells the reader what is happening or a state of 
being word (be, am, is, are, was, were). 

 
A phrase fragment is missing either a subject or verb or both and is not a complete 
thought. 
 
A dependent clause fragment looks like a complete sentence because it has a subject and a 
verb.   

 However, it is introduced by a subordinating conjunction (after, although, as, 

because, how, even if, since, that, unless, until, when, while, what). 

 The subordinating conjunction makes the clause incomplete; that is, the clause 
does not express a complete thought.   
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Example: Because he ran very fast.  Although he studied very hard. 
 

Although these word groups have both a subject and a verb and may appear to express a 
complete thought, they are dependent upon the main (independent) clause to express the 
complete thought. 

 
Because he ran very fast, what happened?    

 Because he ran very fast, he won the race. 
 
 
                 
Although he studied very hard, what happened?  

 Although he studied very hard, he did not pass the test. 
 
 

 
The main (independent) clause completes the thought. 
 
IN REVIEW, a complete sentence must pass this simple test: 

 Does it have a subject? 

 Does it have a verb? 

 Does it express a complete thought?   
 

EXERCISES 

 

Write S for complete sentence or F for fragment.  
 

_____ 1. Unless it rains 

_____ 2. We are playing soccer outside. 

_____ 3. A better man for America. 

_____ 4. Building a bridge to Stuart. 

_____ 5. I can’t. 

_____ 6. Bob hurried. 

_____ 7. Because Bob hurried. 

_____ 8. Sit down! 

_____ 9. Play.  

_____ 10. Because of the rain. 

_____ 11. Sally smiled sweetly at the sugary samples. 

_____ 12. Too much homework to finish before class. 

_____ 13. In class, we talked about Tupoc’s poetry. 

_____ 14. Including his use of rap and how it relates to life. 

_____ 15. When the sun comes up. 
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