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Transitions: Summary of Organizational Patterns* 
Part 3 

PATTERNS THAT LIST  

Pattern Names/Definitions  Some Word Clues Used in Patterns  

1. Simple Listing or Addition – details 

support the main idea as a list, but the 

list order is not important. Readers’ 

understanding is not hurt if order of list is 

changed.  

again, also, and, in addition, furthermore, 

besides, moreover, last, finally  

2. Order of Importance – details 

support the main idea as a list, but the 

author indicates which items in the list 

are more important than others.  

more important, primarily, most 

essential, least important, least 

significant, best of all  

3. Time Order – details support the 

main idea as a list of events told in the 

order that they happened; often called 

Narration if events tell a story in history 

or of someone’s life.  

at that time, before, after, then, during, 

now, later, afterward, at last, 

immediately, formerly, shortly  

4. Process – details support the main 

idea as a list of steps, directions, or 

sequence of stages in which a certain 

order is needed.  

first, second, third, next, then, later, 

while, finally  

5. Spatial or Place Order – details 

support the main idea as a list that 

reveals where items are located, much 

like a guide dog leads a blind person.  

above, adjacent to, near, below, beyond, 

nearby, opposite, outside, inside, within, 

without, close by, elsewhere  

6. Summary – details support the main 

idea as a list of only the most important 

data from a larger amount of material.  

in conclusion, to sum up, in brief, on the 

whole, overall, to summarize, in short, all 

in all  
 

PATTERNS THAT EXPLAIN 

 Pattern Names/Definitions  Word Clues Used in Patterns  

1. Illustration or 

Generalization/Example details explain 

the main idea by giving examples of the 

main thought.  

for example, to illustrate, for instance, 

that is, as demonstrated  

2. Statement and Clarification – details 

explain the main idea by repeating the 

main thought in clearer or simpler 

language  

clearly, evidently, in fact, as a matter of 

fact, in other words, obviously, of course, 

indeed, too, certainly  

3. Definition – details explain further 

about the meaning of a term/concept 

stated in the main idea; details also may 

give examples of the defined 

term/concept.  

means, is, can be defined as, like, the 

same as 

4. Description – details explain the main 

idea by providing a mental picture of 

situations, objects, or surroundings; 

details focus on sensory or physical data.  

uses words that show size, shape, 

texture, color, thickness, length, feelings  
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PATTERNS THAT ANALYZE 

Pattern Names/Definitions  Word Clues Used in Patterns  

1. Classification or Division – details 

analyze the main idea by breaking it down 

into parts or groups and separately 

discussing each.  

parts, groups, features, sections, types, 

kinds, categories, fields, elements, ranks, 

sorts, characteristics, components  

2. Cause and Effect – details analyze 

the main idea by either showing what has 

happened or explaining why it happened.  

Cause: because, since, cause, reasons, 

due to  

 

Effect: affect, thus, results, effects, 

accordingly, therefore, leads to, hence, 

consequently, so, if...then  

3. Comparison and/or Contrast – 

details analyze the main idea by 

discussing either the likenesses (compare) 

or the differences (contrast) or both 

between two or more ideas, persons or 

things named in the main idea.  

Compare: likewise, similar, compared 

with, as well as, in the same way, in 

comparison, resembles, not only...but 

also  

 

Contrast: but, however, although, yet, 

conversely, in contrast, nevertheless, still, 

on the other hand, even though  

 

 

Usually pattern of organization can be determined by examining the main idea sentence; 

however, the statement/clarification and generalization/example patterns are figured out 

by whether the detail sentences are restatements or examples of the main idea. Consider 

the sentences below: 

  

1. Litter gives tourists a poor image of our community.  

 

2. Trash left on the streets makes visitors think badly of our town.  

 

3. For instance, the empty soda cans and paper left along Allen Street are an eyesore to 

persons from out-of-town.  

 

Sentences 1 and 2 above equal statement/clarification pattern.  

Sentences 1 and 3 above equal generalization/example pattern. 
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