
HESI A2 READING 
AND VOCABULARY 

WORKSHOP



HOW TO PREPARE FOR 
A STANDARDIZED TEST

1. Begin up to months in advance.

2. Go straight to the source. Who wrote it; who grades 
it?

3. Study strategies: timing, devices, procedures...?

4. Study skills: reading, vocabulary, (math, A & P...)

5. Research many practice websites; use your couple of 
favorites.
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READING CONCEPTS COVERED

• Test-taking tips

• Main Idea

• Supporting Details

• Sentence Relationships

• Drawing Conclusions

• Tone and Purpose

• Inferences

• Argument

• Medical Vocabulary
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➢2 Parts of a Paragraph

Topic Sentence

• Every paragraph needs a 
strong topic sentence.

• The topic sentence contains 
the main idea.

• It is what you want to say 
about the main idea.

Supporting Details

• All the sentences which 
discuss the main idea are 
called supporting details.

• They contain examples, facts, 
explanations, or other types 
of discussion that support or 
prove your topic sentence.

• Do not go off topic with 
your supporting details.



MAIN IDEA
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How do we find the Main Idea?

What the author's strongest point?

Is it stated or implied?

Does the rest of the information support it?

Look for key words or repeating words.

Look for transition words, such as 

addition words or example words

Use the topic to lead you to the main idea.

Recognize the point – Recognize the support



SUPPORTING 
DETAILS

• What are Supporting Details?

• Reasons

• Facts

• Examples

• Steps

• Evidence

• Support for the Main Idea
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MAIN IDEA AND SUPPORTING DETAILS

➢Remember, every paragraph has a main idea and supporting 
details, so when you're reading, always be alert to what they are. Be 
an active reader.

➢In a persuasive piece, for example, the main idea will be in 
an argumentative topic sentence in the introduction paragraph.

➢In any passage, there is also a central idea that the whole 
story/article is about. How does the passage prove its thesis? What 
kinds of evidence does the author use in each paragraph?

➢You may have to compare this kind of answer to 
another passage. Evaluate, analyze, synthesize...
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PRACTICE

10

Identify the main idea in the following passage:

Most dogs were originally bred for specific

purposes to help humans. For example, terriers’

original jobs included digging into animals’ holes

to retrieve them for hunters and catching vermin.

Passage taken from https://www.mometrix.com/academy/hesi-a2-english-practice-test/ 



PRACTICE
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In the previous passage, the main idea is 

that dogs were originally bred to help 

humans. Supporting details, or facts used 

to support the main idea, include the 

description of terriers’ original duties.

Passage taken from https://www.mometrix.com/academy/hesi-a2-english-practice-test/ 



➢ Central Idea and Supporting Details
(Theme & Evidence, Key Ideas...)

• Remember, every paragraph has a main idea and supporting 
details, so when you're reading, always be alert to what they are.

•How does the passage prove its thesis? What kinds
of evidence does the author use in each paragraph?

• You may have to compare this kind of answer to another 
passage. Evaluate, analyze, synthesize...

• In a persuasive piece, for example, the main idea will be in an 
argumentative topic sentence.



➢Organization & Structure

Patterns and transitions help you follow ideas more easily to help you 
understand a text. As you read, pay attention to transitions and 
patterns and ask yourself why the author is writing this way. How are 
their ideas organized and conveyed?

• A narrative story to entertain your audience might follow time order
or cause and effect.

• An expository essay to explain technical reasons or details might 
follow a listing or classification order, or to discuss pros and cons 
might utilize comparison/contrast.

• An argumentative essay (to persuade) may follow order of 
importance or definition and clarification. Persuasive essays also use 
ethos, logos and pathos appeals.



SENTENCE 
RELATIONSHIPS

Transition of Ideas in Paragraphs

• Words that show addition

• Words that show time/order

• Words that list ideas

• Words that compare and contrast

• Words that show cause and effect

• Words that involve a problem and solution

• Words that illustrate

• Words that define

• Words that argue
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15Retrieved from: https://guinlist.wordpress.com/2012/01/23/18-reading-obstacles-9-relations-between-sentences/

WHAT IS A SENTENCE RELATION?

A sentence relation is a meaning created 

just by placing two sentences next to each 

other in a text. Consider the meaning of 

the following single sentence:

(a) Italians frequently eat pasta.

By itself this just states a fact about 

Italians and/or pasta. However, placed 

after another sentence the same words 

will usually say something extra:

(b) Most countries have a staple food. 

Italians frequently eat pasta.

What transition word would best join the two sentences?

POPULAR TRANSITION WORDS



PRACTICE
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Meanings are created just by placing 

sentences together. Understanding 

them is a vital part of reading

Retrieved from: https://guinlist.wordpress.com/2012/01/23/18-reading-obstacles-9-relations-between-sentences/



INFERENCES

Inferences (or drawing conclusions) consist of 
picking up on ideas that are not directly stated 
in the reading. This is sometimes referred to 
as "reading between the lines" or making 
sense of the unknown by using the known. To 
make inferences or draw conclusions, use the 
clues provided by the writer, your own 
experience, and logic.
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PRACTICE

Choose TWO inferences most logically based on the information provided.

"When will people understand that words can cut as sharply as any blade, 
and that those cuts leave scars upon our souls." - Unknown Author

• 1. People seldom reflect on how deeply their words

can wound others.

• 2. Emotional wounds can be just as painful as 

physical ones.

• 3. Sometimes we fail to listen to the words of others.

• 4. People do not always understand each other's words.
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➢ Making 
Inferences

&
Drawing

Conclusions



➢ PURPOSE & TONE

Purpose is why an author 
writes something. The main 
purposes are:

• To inform (Informative)

• To entertain (Creative, 
Comedy)

• To persuade (Argumentative)

• To explain (Expository)

Tone is how the author 
sounds or how the text 
feels towards the 
theme. Adjectives describe 
tone:

• sarcastic

• congratulatory

• angry

• opinionated

• intelligent 20



PRACTICE

Purpose and Tone

You will also be asked to demonstrate your understanding of purpose, tone, 
position, bias, and motivation. Here, you will read short passages and identify the 
authors’ tone, purpose, and position. For example:

Reading Dostoyevsky can be an illuminating experience. There is virtually no 
author like him in the modern world; no author who can captivate readers in the 
way he did in such seminal works as Crime and Punishment and The Brothers 
Karamazov. The man was truly a literary genius.

1. What does the author’s purpose appear to be?

2. What does the author’s tone tell us about his position?

Passage taken from https://www.mometrix.com/academy/hesi-a2-english-practice-test/ 
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PURPOSE AND TONE PRACTICE

1. What does the author’s purpose appear to be?

2. What does the author’s tone tell us about his position?

The author’s purpose appears to be extolling the virtues of 

Dostoyevsky as a writer. The author’s tone is reverent. In terms of 

the author’s position, you can see that the author is taking a firm 

stance that Dostoyevsky was a “literary genius,” which also 

demonstrates the author’s biased opinion.
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Passage taken from https://www.mometrix.com/academy/hesi-a2-english-practice-test/ 



TONE AND 
PURPOSE
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Authors write with a purpose, and their tone can 
contribute to the understanding of the piece, 
whether all ideas are stated or implied. The three 
most common purposes are to inform, persuade, 
or entertain. The writer's tone reflects his or her 
attitude toward the subject. A writer's voice can 
project anger, sympathy, hopefulness, sadness, 
respect, dislike, and many other feelings. If the 
tone is objective, the writer will be unbiased in the 
information he or she is giving.

-

HESI Hint: 

When determining the writer’s purpose and/or tone, 
look closely at the writer’s choice of words. The 
words are the key clues!
(HESI Hint taken from ELSEVIER Edition 5)

(HESI Hint taken from ELSEVIER HESI EDITION 5)



ARGUMENT

➢Clearly stated point. Strong topic 
sentence/main idea

➢Strong evidence that logically supports 
your point: quotes, statistics, examples, fa
cts, ...

➢Stays on topic yet acknowledges the 
other side
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An argument is a work of persuasion. You use it to convince others to agree with your claim or 
viewpoint when they have doubts or disagree. While we sometimes think of arguments as hostile 
and bitter, they don’t need to be that way – in fact, a good argument is quite calm, reasonable, 
and fair-minded.

Rhetoric
Rhetoric is the art of making good arguments. More broadly, it refers to effective communication 
in both speaking and writing. Rhetoric is mainly about persuasion, but it also covers techniques for 
making your work more beautiful.

https://literaryterms.net/argument/
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Common Argument Examples

For example, the subject of an argument might be, “The 

internet is a good invention.” Then, we support this 

contention with logical reasons, such as “It is a source of 

endless information,” and “It is a hub of entertainment,” and 

so on. https://literarydevices.net/argument/

An argument asserts a claim 

and then proves it with facts, 

data, reasons, and examples.



MEDICAL 
VOCABULARY
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TYPES OF 
CONTEXT CLUES

➢ Examples

➢ Synonyms

➢ Antonyms

➢ General Sense of the
Sentence or Passage
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PRACTICE
Choose the correct meaning of the vocabulary word 
based on the context clue:

1. As they moved westward, early pioneers faced many
tribulations, such as scarce food, extreme weather, and 
loneliness.

Tribulations means:

a. criminals b. hard decisions c. Great difficulties

2. Each of my coworkers has a strange idiosyncrasy. For 
instance, our receptionist wears only pink. The mail clerk 
always speaks in a whisper. And my office mate lives on 
peanuts and apples.

Idiosyncrasy means:

a. hidden thought b. Unusual goal c. Unusual personal 
trait
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TEST-TAKING TIPS
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QUESTION #1



Answer to #1
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QUESTION #2
Answer to #2
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QUESTION #3 Answer to #3
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QUESTION #4 Answer to #4
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QUESTION #5
Answer to #5
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QUESTION #6
Answer to #6
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THIS WORKSHOP IS ONE RESOURCE

Here are some others:

➢https://mygreexampreparation.com/

➢https://irsc-asc.weebly.com/hesi-a2.html

➢https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/ 
library/online-magazines-financial-research-
encyclopedias-more

➢Current blogs about the test at your school
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➢ FREE PRACTICE TEST
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https://www.hesia2practicetest.com/hesi-

a2-reading-comprehension-practice-test/

Test continues with a new paragraph…

Only Questions 1-6 refer to the  original paragraph
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PRACTICE PASSAGES AND 
QUESTIONS



TEST-TAKING TIPS:
THE VIDEO RECOMMENDS MOMETRIX. WITH YOUR IRSC STUDENT ID NUMBER AND A PUBLIC 

LIBRARY CARD, YOU CAN ACCESS ALL MOMETRIX MATERIALS AT NO COST T O YOU!!!
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HESI A2 STUDY GUIDE
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QUESTIONS FROM FREE PRACTICE 
TESTS: LINK TO TEST SITE

HESI A2 PRACTICE TESTS

44

L



IRSC WEBSITE RESOURCES: CLICK LINK
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IRSC WEBSITE HESI A2 RESOURCES


